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This collection, skillfully edited by Michael P. Johnson, offers students the essential Lincoln in a brief

and accessible format that makes this a must-assign edition for courses covering the antebellum

period, slavery, and the Civil War. From famous documents like the Lincoln-Douglas debates and

the second inaugural address to crucial memoranda and letters, it reveals the development of

Lincoln's views on all the critical issues of the day, including free labor, antebellum politics and the

Republican party, slavery, secession, the Civil War, and emancipation. Significantly streamlined for

the second edition to a more student-friendly length, the volume retains its successful format:

documents are organized thematically and chronologically, with editorial headnotes that provide just

enough context for students to understand the significance of each selection. In addition to

Johnson's widely praised biographical introduction, a chronology, maps and pictures, questions for

consideration, selected bibliography, and a comprehensive index all enhance students'

understanding of this crucial period -- and this crucial figure -- in U.S. history.
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This is an excellent compilation of Lincoln's speeches. I was surprised at some of the things he said,

for example, about the Constitution and the framers' intent. The editor did a fine job selecting the

speeches. It is never boring.

I've read many books on Lincoln, but I still learned a lot that was new by reading this book made up



of quote from his writing and speeches. Very well done also with introductory material which puts

the quotes in perspective.

I am a high school teacher and this book is really great for primary sources. I have only had the

book for about two months and it is a well loved teaching tool already.

This was a class required reading assignment. Received quickly and as expected - would

recommend this - if you need or like Lincoln story
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